SPINAL EPIDURAL ANALGESIA by unknown
SUMMARY.
In 1952 and 1953, 181 chiliren were treated at the Royal Belfast Hospital for
Sick Children for accidlental poisoning, of whom 63 were admitted and one died.
One-half of cases was due to medicaments, one-third to household poisons, and
the remainder to disinfectants, antiseptics and vegetable poisons.
Measures to prevent accidental poisoning by protection of children in the home,
education of the parents, means of reducing the availability of drugs and the
danger of household poisons are discussed.
The need for immediate treatment is stressed.
I wish to thank the members of the resident medical and nursing staff who helped in the
treatment of these children.
REFERENCES.
CRAIG, J. O., and FRASER, M. S. (1953). Arch. Dis. Childh., 28, 259.
DEICIIMANN, W. B., KITZMII.ER, K. V., WJITIIERLTP, S., JOHANNSMAN, R. (1944).
Ann. intern. Med., 21, 803.
FORBES, G. (1947). Brit. med. J., 1, 367.
GLAISTER, J. (1953). Brit. med. J., 1, 1214.
HARRESON, A. E. (1936). Canad. nmed. Ass. J., 35, 549.
HOIZELL, A., and JAMES, T. (1951). AMed. Off., 86, 169.
MEDICO-LEGAL NOTE (1951). Brit. ined. J., 2, 1530.
MILLER, A. A., and PEDLEY, E. (1950). Brit. med. J., 1, 115.
MITCIhELL, R. G. (1951). Lancet, 1, 57.
OLSTAD, R. B., and LORD, R. M. (1952). Amer. J. Dis. Child., 83, 446.
Ross, F. G. M. (1953). Brit. med. J., 2, 1200.
SIPENCER, I. 0. B. (1951). Brit. med. J., 2, 1112.
SWINSCOW, D. (1953). Arch. Dis. Childh., 28, 26.
REVIEW
SPINAL EPIDURAL ANALGESIA. By P. R. Bromage, M.B., B.S.(Lond.),
F.F.A.R.C.S., D.A. (Pp. vii + 123; illustrations 41. 15s.) London and
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1954.
THIS book presents in clear, concise language a summary of the literature on epidural analgesia
and an honest account of the author's experience of one thousand personal administrations.
If this book had been published before the advent of the muscle relaxants it would certainly have
been a best seller, but the ease with which an intravenous injection of relaxant can be given will
tend to push the more difficult epidural injection into the background. The author prefers to give
soluble thiopentone, nitrous oxide and oxygen before performing the epidural injection.
The only printing error I could find is in the second example of dosage calculation (page 82),
where the minus signs should be plus signs.
One might critcise testing for subarachnoid block by asking the patient to move his legs when
using 1/600 Nupercaine, which, as the author points out (page 19), does not affect the heavily
myelinated motor fibres. The pitfalls and complications of the technique are courageously discussed.
The work is thoroughly documented and there are numerous references at the end of each chapter.
It can be thorouglhly recommended to anyone wvishing to study the technique afresh. W. M. B.
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